We would like to invite you to join us for a Croatian Heritage and History tour this coming September.  Sue and I have been leading tour groups to Croatia since 1997.
For those who may have missed my past articles about these tours let me recap the how the tours came about and what we will see on this years tour.  For the past 20 years I’ve been helping Americans discover their Croatian roots.  Whenever helping people find their ancestors, their villages and family documents I always end by telling them they must visit Croatia… Stari Kraj (old homeland).  The beauty of Croatia and the friendliness of the people is always overwhelming.  Only those who have walked the paths traveled by their ancestors in Croatia know the feeling!

These trips are unique in that we see not only the famous places but we get off the beaten path and visit some out of the way places, places much like those of our ancestor’s day. Our tours have helped several people in the group locate ancestral villages.  Last year we had a reunion of one family where they met at least a dozen Croatian cousins, who were unknown before our trip!   

We have planned another tour of Croatia from September 26 through October 9, 2014.  This is a perfect time to visit Croatia, as the weather is pleasant and the large crowds are gone 

Our tour will allow us to see the variety that is Croatia.  We will begin in the ancient walled city of Dubrovnik, staying at the Hotel Valamar for 4 nights.  During that time we will take day trips of Dubrovnik, Cavat, Peljasac Peninsula, Medjugore and Mostar.  We will be enjoying the sites, some of which date back to the Roman times, sampling the wine of Peljasac, visiting a folk culture museum, making a pilgrimage to the sacred town of Medjugorje where several young people experienced a vision of the Virgin Mary and our trip will take us to Mostar which was the seat of the Ottoman Turkish Empire in Bosnia.  

We then travel up the coast stopping at the town of Makarska for lunch, center of the Adriatic Riviera.  Then on to Croatia’s second largest city, Split, staying 2 nights at Hotel Slavija, located adjacent to the Emperor’s Palace.  This town began as the summer palace of the Roman Emperor, Diacletia.  We will see how the Croatians adapted his palace by building their homes within its walls.  The next day we take a ferry to the island of Brac, where it is said that some marble that is in our US White House was quarried.  
Early the next morning we journey inland and north to experience the natural rugged beauty of the interior and its importance to Croatian heritage. We will take our time winding our way through the very rugged limestone hinterlands above Split and the coast line. This is the old Dalmatia. We travel on small roads and see small villages that recall life from centuries ago. Traveling via Knin, and Gracac with a stop in Smiljan, which is the birthplace of Nikola Tesla. After a tour of the museum dedicated to Tesla, we continue into the park. We’ll arrive in the late afternoon and check into our hotel in the middle of this wonderful National park and UNESCO World Heritage site. This evening we will enjoy a traditional Croatian dinner tonight with local entertainment at the rustic Villa Rubcic Rakovica. Overnight at Hotel Jezero where we stay 2 nights.  
Next day we enjoy a guided tour of the multiple lakes includes walking along the shores of these fascinating cascading

lakes, and riding an electric boat across the placid waters of one of the largest. Lunch on your own at one of the offerings in Plitvice park. Free time to enjoy the park, the pool at the hotel, and the wonderful fresh forest air.
We leave Plitvice and we drive north to Cetingrad with a possible stop for mass. Early this afternoon we arrive in the rustic village of Gornje Bukovlje for a grand lunch and greeting from local community.  This has become one of the favorite places on our tours.  Gornje Bukovlje, off the beaten tourist path, is a village which is much like those of our grandparent’s day. But this village played a big part in defending Europe from the invading Turks.
We then travel to Zagreb where we will stay at the Hotel Dubrovnik, ideally situated in the heart of Zagreb on the main square, Trg Jelacic.  Our first day we can enjoying the sights of Zagreb during

a guided walking city sightseeing tour. We tour the Upper Town – Old town and the grand Ban Jelacic Square. The afternoon is reserved for enjoying the sights of Zagreb on your own.  Perhaps you’ll take in a visit to one of the many museums or perhaps a theater. For those interested in history and nature we recommend a visit to Mirogoj Cemetery, selected as one of the most beautiful in Europe and a Bird sanctuary. Others may choose to visit relatives, do some shopping in this bustling capitol city

Day 2 in Zagreb we enjoy a breakfast at our hotel, then head north into the Zagorje region – the rugged hills and valleys have preserved a way of life that recalls the past century. We’ll tour the area and stop for lunch in a local restaurant VUGLEC BREG serving traditional specialties of the region. Our route will include a trip to Samobor and a stop at the shrine of Marija Bistrica. Back to Zagreb this evening for an authentic Tamburitza and folklore dance show with dinner at restaurant Ivica I Marica within walking distance of the hotel.

Our last day in Zagreb will be a day for individual pursuits, follow up sightseeing, visit some museums, or just go shopping as the city is full of goods from all over the region! Be sure to pick up an original Croatian Cravat. For those who wish to research their family history we will meet with the Croatian Genealogy Society at the National Archives. We gather this evening for a farewell dinner tonight at the century old Restaurant Okrugljak. 
What others have said about our tours: “the tour was a great bargain”, “each day was better than the previous day” “the tour was marvelous” “my wife and I really enjoyed the tour and wanted to say thanks for being a great tour organizer and leader!”   
Space is limited so if you are interested in joining us on this unique tour of Croatia please contact either Michael Benz at Professional Travel, Inc., 440-734-8800 1-800-247-0060 x4055
Mbenz@protrav.com  or Bob Jerin via email at rjerin26@yahoo.com or by calling 216-225-6338
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