CROATIA AND CROATIANS

In order to understand the history, culture and people of Croatia, one must first be aware that Croatia was ruled, administered, conquered, and federated with Yugoslavia, the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, Austria, Hungary and the Protectorate of Hungary, Italy, Turkey, the Republic of Venice and the Republic of Ragusa (Dubrovnik) for up to 900 years. Croatia was partitioned at the same time for up to 400 years between Austria, Hungary, Venice and Turkey. On Croatian territory we have Catholics, Moslems (Ethnic Croatians), Jews, Orthdox, Grko Catholics and some Protestants. Further, Croatia has a Croatian ethnic majority, a Serbian minority (5%) that migrated to Croatian territory, Hungarians and Italians. An individual with a desire to study the history, culture and people of Croatia would out of necessity have to read portions of Austrian, Hungarian, Turkish and Italian history.

About Croatian Immigration                        

Croatian immigration would have the same considerations as above. Croatians have migrated for over 300 years. Prior to the discovery of America, Croatians migrated to (and were taken into slavery) Turkey, Austria, Italy, Venice, Spain and to other parts of Western Europe.  Croatian Galleons were in regular trade with Spain, Portugal, France, England, Italy and the  Ottoman Turks prior to the discovery of America. Croatian immigration to the New World started with their participation in Spanish, Portuguese, and Venetian fleet and mercantile operations.
When Croatians migrated they left as nationals or citizens of Austria, Italy-Venice, Hungary or Turkey. Ethnically they were always Croatians, but in immigration Croatians were identified  by America, Canada, South America, South Africa, New Zealand and Australia as above or in recent times as Yugoslavs and were recorded as such.

Misidentified Croatians

Because of a lack of a Nation-State, Croatians were in most cases identified by the country that ruled them and were not accorded a place in history. Almost all Croatians that made a contribution to any endeavor were misidentified. A few examples: John Dominis-Gospodnetich--Italian, Venetian--Prince Consort to last Queen of Hawaii, Queen Lilioukalani. Origins were from Island of Brac, Croatia; Joseph Haydn-Hajdin--famous Austrian composer. Origins were Croatian; Marco Polo-Pilich--Venetian explorer to China. Origins were Sibenik, Croatia, born on Island of Korcula, Croatia; Peter Tomich--Austrian.  Medal of Honor winner, Pearl Harbor. Born Croatian in Hercegovina; Ferdinand Konscak-Gonzaga--Austrian. A Priest, proved California was not an island. Origin was Varazdin, Croatia; Bozo de Raguza..Hungarian. Voyage of exploration in South America, 1520’s. Origin Croatia.

Croatian Language

Serbo-Croatian was the term used in the English speaking world for the Croatian language since the end of World War 1 (1918); prior to the formation of Yugoslavia and the end of WW I, Croatia and Serbia had never been historically united, they were simply Slavic neighbors. Croatians formalized their alphabet in approximately 1850 with the use of a diacritical-accent mark system.
Croatians coming to America, based on circumstance of where they came from in Croatia, had their names modified on passports. A good example would be that in the Italian alphabet there is no “K”, so those named Kristovic from Dalmatia or Istria would be registered as Christovich on their passport. Some from Dalmatia or Istria would also use two versions of their name for business reasons such as Mladinic-Mladineo, Marijanovic-Mariani.
An accent or diacritical mark was used by the Croatian language. So, a persons name could have been modified to conform to the Italian, Austrian or Hungarian alphabet or language. Then again changed by American authorities to conform to English. Many Croatians also had Clan names (Nadimak) that were a legitimate part of their name, and some immigrants used their clan name as it may have been easily pronounced in America

Coming to America

The first Croatian imigrants migrated to Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Texas. This started approximately 200 years ago. They actually migrated to Spanish and French America which is now part of America. In the South they were fishermen, oystermen, mariners, and business men. They were in Biloxi, Mississippi, Mobile Bay, Alabama and in Plaquemines Parish and New Orleans, Louisiana. In fact, four military companies of Croatians were organized in the Confederate Army. A Croatian Society and Cemetery was organized in 1873 in New Orleans.
With the discovery of gold in California, many left the South for the goldfields of California. They arrived in 1849. They were goldminers, mariners, fishermen, bartenders, saloon and coffee saloon keepers, restaurant owners, fruit, liquor and fish suppliers. The Croatians could be found in all goldmining areas of California and silvermining  areas of Nevada. With the collapse of the mines, they purchased farmland and were pioneers in wineries, vineyards, and orchards. The first Croatian Society and Cemetery was organized in 1857 in San Francisco. Some of these Croatians settled in Nevada, Arizona, Montana, Oregon, Washington, Alaska and on the west coast of Canada.
The majority of the above Croatians came from Dalmatia and Istria with a strong Venetian-Italian influence. The Venetians called them Schiavoni or “Slavonians” rather than Croati-Croatians so that they would not rebel and join their inland Croatian brothers. In many cases “Slavonian” was used in the West and South....this became an Americanism and had no relationship to Slavonia in Croatia.
Croatians immigrating to the East and Midwest came during the Industrial Revolution  of the 1870’s and settled in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, and West Virginia. The majority were employed in steel mills, coalmining, mining, packing houses and other types of heavy industry. They came with a strong sense and feeling of their Croatian heritage. They formed societies, clubs, social clubs and singing and tamburitza instrument groups.   The first Croatian Society was formed in 1894 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Croatians seeking work later moved into Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, New Mexico and Utah. They worked in open or strip mining enterprises.
In all communities where they settled they formed benevolent societies and cultural societies.
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Tresic-Pavicic, A Dr. Preko Atlantika Do Pacifica Zivot Hrvata U Sjevernoj Americi. Zagreb: Dionicke Tiskare, 1907. From the Atlantic to the Pacific-Croatians in America.
Govorchin, Gerald S. Americans From Yugoslavia. Gainesville, Florida: University of Florida Press, 1961. Over 80% are Croatians.
Prpic, George J. The Croatian Immigrants in America. New York: Philosophical Library, 1971.
Ifkovic, Edward. The Yugoslavs in America. Minneapolis: Lerner Publications, 1977. Over 80% are Croatians.
Eterovich, Adam S. Croatian Pioneers in America, 1685-1900. San Carlos, Ca.: Ragusan Press, 1979.
Cizmic, Ivan. Hrvati u Zivotu Sjedinjenih Americkih Drzava. Zagreb: Globus, 1982. Croatians in the USA.
Shapiro, Ellen. Croatian Americans. Edgemont, PA: Chelsea House, 1988.

Island of Brac

Derado, Klement, and Ivan Cizmic. Iseljenici Otoka Braca, Bracki zbornik ; br. 13. Zagreb: SIZ za kulturu opcine Brac, 1982. Immigrants from the Island of Brac.

Island of Korcula

Separovic, Zvonimir. Od Sydneya do San Francisca : dijaspora ili rasutost mjestana Blata na Korculi diljem svijeta. Cakovec, Croatia: Zrinski, 1982. Immigrants from Blato, Island of Korcula, Croatia in the world.

Island of Krk

Bozanic, Anton. Hrvatsko Iseljenistvo u Sad i Krcani u New York. Krk: Krk Zbornik, 1996.

Island of Mljet

Dabelic, Ivo.  Mljetans in America. Dubrovnik: Markulin, 1993.

Island of Olib

Dijanic, Slavo and Joyce Skalkov Mattea. Chronicle of the Olibljani Migration. San Francisco: Private, 1992. Pioneers from the Island of Olib, Croatia in America.

Istrian Immigration

Tumpic, Dusan. Istarska emigracija : svjedocanstva, Monografije. Zagreb: NIP "Alinea", 1991.
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Paskijevic, Peroslav. Adresar Trgovaca, Obrtnika i Drugih Uglenijih Pripadnika iz Hrvatse Slovonije, Dalmacije, Istre Nastanjenih u Americi, Africi, Aziju i Australiji. Zagreb: By the Author, 1902. Imigrant directory.  Croatians in American, Africa, Asia and Australia.
Mladineo, Ivan D. Nardoni Adresar Hrvata, Slovenaca, Srba: The National Directory of the Croat-Slovene-Serb Organizations, Institutions, Business, Professional and Social Leaders in the United States and Canada. New York, 1937.
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States

Eterovich, Adam S. Croatians in California, 1849-1999. San Carlos, Ca: Ragusan Press, 2000. Gold Rush pioneers, the wild west-saloons, restaurants, farms, orchards, vineyards, fishermen, music, celebrations, societies, churches and 1000's of individuals.
Eterovich, Adam S. Yugoslavs in Nevada, 1859-1900. San Carlos, Calif.: Ragusan Press, 1973. From Croatia, Hercegovina and the Boka Kotor.
Meler, V. The Slavonic Pioneers of California. San Francisco: The Slavonic Pioneers SMBS, 1932.
Vujnovich, Milos. Yugoslavs in Louisiana. New Orleans: Pelican Press, 1974. At least 95% are Croatians.

Pioneer Index

Eterovich, Adam S. and Simich, Jerry L. General Index to Croatian Pioneers in California, 1849-1999. San Carlos, Ca.: Ragusan Press, 2000.An Index by Name, Date, Occupation or Activity, Location, Town of Origin and Reference Source. Abstracted from cemeteries, voting registers, census, society records church records and other source. 45,000  individuals.Includes marriage groups.



Guidebooks

Kaziput. Croatian Immigrants Guidebook to America. Hartford, Conn: Kaziput, 1914.
Biographies

Eterovich, Adam.  Croatian American Personalities, Past and Present. San Carlos, 2002. Computer biographies of 1600 Croatian Americans with Index by occupation.
Eterovich, Francis. Biographical Directory of Scholars, Artists and Professionals of Croatian Descent in The United States and Canada. Chicago, 1963.
Markotic, Vladimir. Biographical Directory of Americans and Canadians of Croatian Descent. Calgary: Research Centre for Canadian Ethinic Studies, 1973.
Krasic, Ljubo. Outstanding American and Canadian Croats, Almanac. Chicago: Croatian Ethnic Institute, 2001.
Maletic, Franjo. Who is Who in Croatia. Zagreb: Golden Marketing, 1993.

Newspapers

Kestercanek, Nada. Croatian Newspapers And Calendars in the United States. San Francisco: R & E Research Assocs., 1971.
Prpic, George J. The Croatian Publications Abroad After 1939; A Bibliography. Cleveland: John Carroll University, 1969.

Statistics

Marohnic, Josip. Popis Hrvata u Americi. Allegheny: American Croatian Press, 1902. Census of Croatians in America.
Lakatos, Josip. Narodna Statistika. Zagreb: Hrvatskog, 1914.
Colakovic, Branko M. Yugoslav Migrations to America. San Francisco: R & E Research Associates, 1973.
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